The abundance of competitors for food resources differed between the two regions, with several species of obligate and facultative corallivores present within Tioman that were not present within Singapore. However, the average abundance of all potential competitors of C. octofasciatus within Tioman were all a magnitude lower in abundance than C. octofasciatus populations, and therefore were not likely to impact differences in prey preference or prey use between regions. NB. Within Singapore only one other species of butterflyfish (Chelmon rostratus) was identified in surveys undertaken by the primary author. This species primarily feeds on turfing algae, and does not utilise coral genera as a food source (pers obs). 
